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Regional gathering of Russian expatriates held in Doha 
The 10th regional confer-

ence of Russian “compa-
triots” in the Middle East 

and Africa was held in Doha re-
cently. 

The two-day event saw a large 
gathering of Russians living in 
the region.

Speaking at the opening of 
the event, Russian ambassador 
to Qatar Nurmakhmad Kholov 
stressed the importance of the 
activities of Russian citizens 
abroad, acting as the country’s 
unoffi  cial representatives. He 
also quoted Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, who said work 
with compatriots abroad was an 
important aspect of their foreign 
policy.

“I am happy to see such a 
large representation of Russian 
compatriots from the region 
gathered here in Qatar, espe-
cially given the contributions 
that Russians abroad have made 

to furthering bilateral relations 
in the countries in which they 
live. As you know, Russia always 
works to support its citizens 
abroad and we hope that, by 
working together, we can solve 
any concerns that you might 
have,” the ambassador said.

Special guest Sheikh Ali bin 
Abdullah al-Thani welcomed 
the participants to “their second 
country, Qatar” and wished the 
gathering every success, outlin-
ing the developing relations be-
tween Russia and Qatar.

“Relations between Qatar 
and Russia are strong and they 
continue to develop, especially 
with the recent visit of HH the 
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
al-Thani to Russia in January 
this year, during which he met 
with President Putin. We hope 
that bilateral relations between 
our two countries can go from 
strength to strength in the future 

as well, not least due to this con-
ference and its discussions and 
outcomes,” he said.

Russian citizens from more 
than 20 countries in the Arab 
region and the African continent 
gathered to discuss the most 
pressing issues of their lives as 
well as the latest developments 
in Russia. Distinguished guests 
from Russia, Lithuania and Qa-
tar attended the event.

During the event, representa-
tives of the Russian compatriots’ 
movement talked about the ways 
of consolidation among them, 
working with the young genera-
tion to keep them in touch with 
Russian culture and traditions, 
and discussing the possibilities 
of spreading the Russian lan-
guage and culture in co-ordina-
tion with local authorities.

Representative of the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs also 
came to Doha for the conference. The gathering in progress. 

Seminar discusses use of 
stem cells in diabetes therapy 

Qatar University Bio-
medical Research 
Centre (QU-BRC) 

has hosted a seminar on the 
use of stem cells for disease 
modelling and cell therapy 
in diabetes. 

Titled “Pluripotent stem 
cells as tools for disease 
modelling and cell therapy 
in diabetes”, the seminar 
was delivered by Dr Essam 
M Abdelalim, a scientist at 
QU-BRC, and assistant pro-
fessor at Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University.  

Dr Abdelalim said that 
with diabetes as the most 
prevailing disease with pro-
gressive incidence world-
wide and no permanent 
treatment available yet, cell 
therapy might prove to be 
the best approach to treat 
type 1 diabetes and severe 
cases of type 2 diabetes. 

According to him, trans-
plantation of pancreatic 

islets is used to restore the 
functional ß cells in diabetic 
patients, but the shortage of 
human donors and the oc-
currence of immune rejec-
tion lead to search for other 
sources of pancreatic ß cells. 

Dr Abdelalim said that 

recent studies indicate that 
stem cells are likely to be ac-
cepted as a therapeutic tool 
for diabetes.

“Pluripotent stem cells 
(PSCs), including embry-
onic stem cells (ESCs) and 
induced pluripotent cells 

(iPSCs) are considered 
promising approaches to 
study diabetes. ESCs/iP-
SCs have a high capability 
to diff erentiate into insulin-
producing ß cells, which are 
closer in nature to the in 
vivo ß cells than those dif-
ferentiated from other types 
of stem cells,” he said. 

He added that iPSCs 
could provide personalised 
treatment to the particular 
characteristics of each pa-
tient, but before PSCs could 
be considered as a tool for 
regenerative medicine to 
treat diabetes, additional in 
vitro and in vivo studies are 
needed, as the patient safety 
is the most important issue 
to be considered. 

Dr Abdelalim also dis-
cussed advances, challenges, 
and future perspectives of 
using iPSCs as a promising 
tool for disease modelling 
and cell therapy in diabetes. 

Chances of thundershowers until Friday 
Rain, thunder and strong 

winds are expected in the 
country today, with the 

unstable weather conditions 
likely to continue until Friday.

Informing this yesterday, the 
Qatar Met department said in its 
forecast that off shore areas, too, 
would see strong winds and high 
seas due to thundery conditions 
today.

In view of the expected con-
ditions, the weather offi  ce has 
urged people to remain cautious 
and avoid sea activities.

The unstable weather, ex-
pected to aff ect the country until 
midday on Friday, is the result of 
an extension of a low-pressure 
system, according to the Met de-
partment. 

Cloud bands started appear-
ing over Qatar since yesterday 
morning, triggering chances of 

scattered rain. Thundershowers 
were likely between early today 
and midday on Friday, with the 
rainy spell peaking today, the 
weather offi  ce said in a state-
ment yesterday. 

The prevailing winds dur-
ing this period will be easterly 
to southeasterly, moderate to 
fresh, becoming strong at times 
- especially during thunder-
showers. 

This may be accompanied by 
strong sudden winds reaching 
30 knots (about 55km/hour), 
leading to dusty conditions and 
a temporary drop in visibility to 
1km or less in some areas, the 
weather offi  ce noted.

Scattered light rain was re-
ported from some parts of the 
country yesterday evening, ac-
cording to information available 
on the Met department’s social 

media channels.
The detailed forecast for in-

shore areas today says cloudy 
conditions and scattered rain, 
which may be accompanied by 
thunder in some places at times. 

Doha is among the places where 
rain is expected today.

The wind speed in these ar-
eas may go up to 25 knots during 
thundershowers. 

Off shore areas, too, are likely 

to see partly cloudy to cloudy 
conditions along with scattered 
rain, which may be thundery 
at times. The wind speed may 
reach 30 knots in these areas to-
day, with the sea level rising to 

10ft during rain and thunder.
The forecast also shows that 

a drop in the maximum tem-
perature is likely at a number of 
places today due to the thundery 
conditions. The mercury level 
had crept up to the mid-30C 
mark over the past few days.

Today, the temperature is like-
ly to range between 24C and 30C 
in most places, with the forecast 
for Doha being 24C and 29C. In 
Abu Samra, the maximum tem-
perature may touch 35C today, 
according to the forecast.

The Met department has ad-
vised people to follow latest 
weather updates and warnings 
through its diff erent offi  cial so-
cial media accounts.

More is available at http://
www.qweather.gov.qa/News-
Detail.aspx#sthash.F19OO08y.
dpuf 

Dr Essam Abdelalim at the seminar 

Unusually high rainfall 
There is no specific reason for the unusually 
high rainfall experienced in diff erent parts of the 
country in recent weeks, according to a senior 
off icial of the Qatar Civil Aviation Authority 
(QCAA).
Answering a query from Gulf Times yesterday, 
Meteorology department director Abdulla 
al-Mannai said such sudden and unexpected 
changes in the weather take place is what is locally 
known as the Sarayat season.
He said the prevailing conditions were the result of 
sudden changes, of varying degree, in the weather. 
While noting that these were diff icult to forecast, 
he said: “However, our department has been quite 

successful in forecasting the conditions.”
The Met department has forecast another rainy 
spell in the country until Friday. 
Recently, the QCAA said the country has received 
more rain than usual this season as compared to 
previous ones.
The country received a good amount of rainfall 
in November and December 2015 as well as in 
February and March this year. It has been raining 
regularly over the past few weeks. While the average 
annual rainfall in Qatar is 74mm, as calculated by the 
World Bank, the Hamad International Airport area 
received more than 80.8mm of rain in a 24-hour 
period towards the end of November last year. 

Motorist gets

6-month jail 

for fatal crash

at car wash

A motorist got a suspended 
jail sentence of six months 
for fatally running over an 

Asian man at a car wash centre 
and injuring another, local Ara-
bic daily Arrayah reported yes-
terday.

A Doha Criminal Court also 
ordered the motorist to pay a 
blood money of QR200,000 to 
the legal heirs of the deceased 
in collaboration with the insur-
ance company concerned, fi ned 
him QR10,000, and also sus-
pended his driving licence for 
two months. 


